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SUPT. HARD'S NEW BOOK ON MUSHROOMS 

AN ADVANCE REVIEW BY W. A. KELLERMANN. 

Now comes forth an announcement of a new book on 
Mushrooms by that mushroom-hunter, mushroom-eater, mush- 
room-writer, as it were, mushroom-fiend — but we have seen the 
MSS., and the pictures, and can quiet the mushroom public by 
saying that the book is all right. In natural history no one is 
"authority" — each one thinks for himself, speaks for himself; 
it is the plan we here adopt to give a single description of Mr. 
Hard's, and a few sample illustrations, which his publishers have 
kindly allowed me to use in advance. We take at random a 
description, say of Amanita mappa, and it will appear as fol- 
lows in the new book : 

"AMANITA MAPPA Fr. The Delicate Amanita. Pois- 
onous. 

"Mappa means a napkin; so-called from the volva. 

"The pileus is two to three inches broad, convex, then ex- 
panded, plane, obtuse or depressed, without separable cuticle; 
margin nearly even ; white or yellowish, usually with patches of 
the volva, dry. 

"The gills are adnexed, close, narrow, shining, white. 

"The stem is two to three inches long, stuffed, then hollow, 
cylindrical, nearly smooth, bulbous, nearly globose at the base, 
white, almost equal above the bulb. 

"The volva with its free margin is acute and narrow. The 
ring is membranaceous, superior, soft, lax, ragged. 

"Its color is quite as variable and its habits are much like 
A. phalloides, from which it can only be distinguished by its less 
developed volva which, instead of being cup-shaped, is little 
more than a mere rim fringing the bulb. The odor at times is 
very strong. It is found in open woods and under brush. Label 
it poisonous." 

Those interested to know more about this publication, Mush- 
rooms Edible and Otherzvisc, and to place orders at once, are 
referred to the author (Supt. M. E. Hard, Chillicothe, O.), but 
it may be added that it will be very comprehensive, describing 
and figuring practically all the mushrooms any one can find in 
this country ; also explaining the structure of the plants, the de- 
scriptive terms used, classification; giving keys and directions 
for study, a glossary, recipes for cooking, and a chapter on Cul- 
ture of Mushrooms. 

The figures we use in this number of the Bulletin, taken 
from the book now in press, are as follows : 

Fig. 277. Amanita mappa. Poisonous. Natural size. 
See description quoted above. 
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Fig. 278. Collybia confluens. Edible. Natural size. 
Growing among leaves in the woods after warm rains, in tufts, 
sometimes in rows or lines. The cap is an inch to an inch and 
a quarter broad, reddish brown ; stems two to three inches long, 
hollow, pale red, sprinkled with a mealy pubescence. 

Fig. 279. Clavaria spinulosa. Edible. Color somewhat 
cinnamon brown throughout. In mixed woods, after frequent 
rains in August to October. 

Fig. 280. Tricholoma maculatescens. The spotted Tri- 
choloma, so-called because the cap in drying becomes more or 
less spotted. The cap is one ane a half to three inches broad, 
reddish-brown. Does not seem to be very common. 

Fig. 281. Cantharellus floccosus. The Woolly Can- 
tharellus. Edible. The cut from a photograph by C. G. Lloyd. 
It is elongated, funnel-shaped or trumpet-shaped, ochraceous yel- 
low, one to two inches broad at the top, and never more than 
four inches high. 




Fig. 277. Am-an-i'-ta map'-pa. From Hard's new book on Mush- 
rooms. 
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Fig. 27 ( .). Cla-va'-ri-a spin-u-lo'-sa. From Hard's new book on 
Mushrooms. 




Fig. 280. Tri-cho-lo'-ma mac-u-la-tes'-cens. From Hard's new 
book on Mushrooms. 
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